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The Challenge

Has the National opioid epidemic affected 

child welfare entries in California?
…

The available data does not give a complete 

picture, and data comparisons and case file 

reviews did not show a clear correlation.



CWS/CMS analysis: available data for parental 

substance use as a circumstance of removal is 

limited. CWS/CMS has an optional field for entering 

this information, but it is used infrequently.

Data Sources

California Department of Public Health

California Opioid Overdose Surveillance 

Dashboard: 

https://pdop.shinyapps.io/ODdash_v1/ 

https://pdop.shinyapps.io/ODdash_v1/


National
● AFCARS 
● SAMHSA National Center on Substance Abuse and Child 

Welfare Reports

Other Data Sources

California
● OSHPD
● The California State Inpatient Databases
● CalOLMS
● Structured Decision Making



Other Indicators: Newborns and NAS



Other Indicators: Newborns and NAS



Ethical Dilemma: Universal Screening & Testing

Supports Concerns



Wins from Research

- Likely addition of dedicated field to 
capture parental substance use in 
CWS/CMS New System.

- Initial data comparison between CDPH 
and CDSS may lead to further data 
analysis.


